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CHAPEL SERVICES AT 
BROOKE ARMY MEDICAL CENTER 


Brooke General Hospital Area 


PROTESTANT SERVICES: 
Sunday 
Chapel No. 1 (Near Annex I) 


Holy Communion plies | Pas py a 8 he 
Morning Worship es 10 00 ay in; 
Evening Worship . 630: p.:1n, 
Annex III 
Morning Worship —_...... .. 9100. -nem, 
Weekdays 
Chapel No. 1, (Near Annex I) 

Wednesday Evening Worship —... 6:30 p.m. 
Medical Department Enlisted Technicians 
School 

Sunday ; 
Morning Worship (Auditorium) ©. 11:00 a.m. 
Weekdays 
Bible Class, Tuesdays (Chaplain’s 
Office): 23 ee eee 6:00 p.m 
Midweek Devotion, Laracphesia: 
(Auditorium) —__ i 6:00 p.m 
CATHOLIC SERVICES; 
Sunday Masses 
Chapel No. 1.\(Near Atinex: 4)03 2 9:00 a.m. 


Scott Road Chapel (Rear Annex IV) 9:15 a.m. 
Weekday Masses 

Chapel No. 1, Mondays, Wednesdays and 
bag nema eeae et . 8:30 a.m. 

Chapel No. Tuesdays, Thursdays and 


Rahaaen oars 4:30 p.m. 
First Friday Masses_ 8: 30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Annex III, W ednesdays 4:00 p. 2) 
Annex II, Thursdays = 4:00 p 
Annex IV, bk nee = 4:00 pam. 
Chapel No. , (Scott Road), Saturdays _ ._ 4:00 p 
OMehanies e 


Chapel No. 1, (Near Annex I) and Chapel No. 4 

(Rear Annex IV, Scott Road) 
Saturdays _..... 5:00 p.m. 
(Also before all Masses) 


to 6:00 p.m. 


Convalescent Annex Area 


PROTESTANT SERVICES 
Sunday 
Chapel No. 3 (1200 Area) 9:00 a.m. 
Chapel No. 2° (900 Area). 10:00 a. m. 


Chapel No. 4 (Rear Annex ace “Scott Road 
Morning Worship... 10:15 aang 
Weekdays 

Chapel No. 2 (900 Area) 

Lenten Services every Wednesday until Easter 
CATHOLIC MASS: 

Sunday 

Chapel No. 3 (Chapel of the Rock) _10:00 a.m. 
Chapel No. 2 (900 Area) 6 a.m., 8 a.m., and 12 Noon 

Weekday Masses 
Chapel: No.2 Dally ae 11:55 a.m. > 

NOVENA, SERMON, BENEDICTION : 

Chapel No. 2, Tuesday Evenings - a 4 fo ae 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS, BENEDICTION 


Chapel No. 2, Wednesday Evenings... 7:15 p.m. 
Chapel No. 2, Friday Evenings... 7315: paw ( 
o——_ ‘ { 


ON THE COVER: An aid man ban 

the head of a soldier fallen in bitle. 
Wherever and whenever they fell the met¢ ¥ 
was on hand. This prompt, efficient, 4 

often courageous first aid is largely re+ 4 
sponsible for saving the lives of countless 
of our wounded. We of the Medical De- 
partment can be proud of the name Medic. 


y 
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DOWN WHERE THE BLUEBONNETS GROW—A Texan, T/5 Jessie Pruett tells three 


patients at Brooke Army Medical Center all about the Texas state flower. 
shows a bouquet to, left to right, Pfc. Stewart Oates, Cpl. 


Wyatt. 


The Brooke Wac 


Darwin Lawrence and Pvt. Kirk 


The “Bluebonnet” At Brooke 


Brooke Army Medical Center was estab- 
lished as a single installation wherein all 
phases of military-medical training could 
be pursued. 


During the past few weeks BAMC has 
successfully completed the transition from 
a plan to a reality. New units have ar- 
rived. Programs have been expanded and 
the entire Center now presents a picture 
of activity and accomplishment. 

A tour of the areas of Brooke Army 
Medical Center is an interesting and im- 
pressive experience. While recruits are 
learning the rudiments of military life in 
ASFTC (MED), a half mile away other 
enlisted men are studying technical medi- 
cal specialties at Medical Dept. Enlisted 
Technician Schools. At Army Medical Dept. 
Schools several miles away, doctors are 
learning the advanced techniques and re- 
_ sponsibilities of military medicine. The 

32nd Medical Battalion, a most versatile 
demonstration unit, assists in this program. 

Brooke General Hospital, the four an- 
nexes and the convalescent section stand as 
a symbol, the fulfillment of a pledge that 


those who have served will be cared for. 

In this issue of the Bluebonnet, we would 
like to tour Brooke Army Medical Center 
with you and look into some of the many 
fascinating activities of this unique instal- 
lation. We will visit the general hospital, 
surgery, the dental and out-patient clinics 
and the orthopedic shop. We’ve taken some 
photographs of the ASFTC (Med) training 
area which should bring back nostalgic 
memories to some of you. 


We have civilians at the center and some 
of their activities are described. We have 
devoted several pages to the active athletic 
program that is conducted here at Brooke 
Army Medical Center. 

Awards and citations are presented to 
patients and duty personnel of Brooke 
Army Medical Center. It is fitting that 
their names and deeds be brought to your 
attention. 

Brooke Army Medical Center is a com- 
munity in itself. It is our ambition to cap- 
ture a picture for you of some of the life 
and activity of the Center and reflect it to 
you in this publication. 
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ARMY DAY AND THE MEDIC 


To the American soldiers, fallen in World Wars I and II, our nation re- 
newed its pledge for world peace on Army Day, April 6, the anniversary of 
the 1917 declaration of war against Germany. 


Brooke Army Medical Center, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, joined with 
other American Army installations throughout the world on that day in sup- 
porting that promise, a promise to sustain the medical department’s high- 
est traditions in contributing to the progress of civliization through ad- 
vancements in medical science and research. 


Not only will the Center continue to devote itself to the care and treat- 
ment of its patients but will be the hub of training medical officers and en- 
listed men in the high standards of the Army Medical Department. 

The Medical Department of the United States Army has always been 
rich in achievement and a positive factor in the progress of medicine. 


Army doctors, under the direction of Major Walter Reed, discovered 
the cause and remedy for yellow fever in one of the most heroic stories in 
the annals of the history of our country. Thus construction of the Pan- 
ama Canal, digging of which was done by Army Engineers, was made pos- 
sible after repeated failure on the part of the French government. 


Out of World War I also came many major developments in medical 
science. And in World War II, the advancements were so many that the 
mortality rate of 8 percent of the first war was reduced to three percent. 


These accomplishments are not confined only to service personnel but 
serve as benefactors to the civilian population of the United States and to 
the entire world. 


The Army’s preventive medicine program, which gave the nation the 
healthiest Army in history, has received recognition with the presenta- 
tion of Medals of Merit to eminent scientists by Major General Norman T. 
Kirk, Surgeon General of the Army. 


Among those receiving the awards are Dr. Francis Gilman Blake, pres- 
ident of the Army Epidemiological Board; Dr. Alfred Newton Richards, 
chairman of the committee on Medical Research, Office of Scientific Re- 
search and Development. 


Dr. Blake formulated the control measures against scrub typhus in 
the South Pacific. Dr. Richards directed activities toward solving import- 
ant medical problems embracing all phases of preventive and therapeutic 
medicine. Three of his board’s outstanding contributions made to the na- 
tion include the development of blood plasma to combat shock on the bat- 
tlefield, the development of penicillin from a “laboratory curiosity to a life- 
saving agent,” and the discovery of new insect repellents and insecticides 
which have proved so successful in bringing under control insect-borne dis- 
eases as malaria and typhus. 


These are only a small portion of the vast contributions made by the 
Medical Department of the Army to civilians. Its job will continue in peace- 
time as in war, a job of mercy and help to everyone. 
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THOSE IN CHARGE 


Brig. Gen. John M. Willis 
COMMANDANT 
BROOKE ARMY MEDICAL CENTER 


Colonel Howard T. Wickert 
COMMANDANT 
ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 


Brig. Gen. James A. Bethea 
COMMANDING GENERAL 
BROOKE GENERAL HOSPITAL 


BRIG. GEN. JOHN M. WILLIS 


After 34 years of Army service, Brig. 
Gen. John M. Willis now commands Brooke 
Army Medical Center, Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas. 

He has been assigned to hospitals and 
Army medical schools from coast to coast 
in the United States and has served on 
foreign duty in Mexico, the Philippines, 
Hawaii and Puerto Rico. During World 
War II, he was overseas 12 months as sur- 
geon of the U. S. forces in the Middle 
Pacific. 

General Willis comes to Brooke with a 
wealth of training and experience in medical 
fields. He has had an intensive medical 
education, and in addition has served as 
commanding officer of many hospitals. 

On his return from overseas duty re- 
cently, he was named to head the medical 
services of the Eighth Service Command. 

Assumption of command of Brooke Army 
Medical Center was a homecoming for Gen- 
eral Willis. He served his first assignment 
as an army medical officer in San Antonio 
in 1911 when he came here with the Maneu- 
ver Division. 


Colonel Paul O. Wells 
COMMANDING OFFICER 


Colonel C. B. Woods 
COMMANDANT 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 
ENLISTED TECHNICIAN SCHOOLS 


ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
TRAINING CENTER (MEDICAL) 


BRIG. GEN. JAMES A. BETHEA 


Brig. Gen. James A. Bethea, former 
commanding general of McCloskey General 
Hospital, Temple, Texas, has assumed com- 
mand of Brooke General Hospital. 


When the huge installation of McCloskey 
was still under construction, General Be- 
thea reported there to plan its administra- 
tion and organization, Under his guidance, 
McCloskey became an outstanding ampu- 
tation and Neuro-surgical center. More 
than 40,000 battle casualties were admit- 
ted for treatment and 5,560 patients were 
carried on the hospital roster last .August. 


The general served overseas throughout 
World War I, advancing from the rank of 
First Lieutenant to Major. 


Returning to the states in 1919, his tour 
of duty took him to Walter Reed Hospital, 
Letterman General Hospital, Fort Sill, 
Okla., Panama and the Philippines. 


A member of the American College of 
Surgeons and a diplomate of The Ameri- 
can Board of Surgery, he is recognized 
as one of the Army’s top surgeons. 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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Medicine And News 


DISPOSITION OF E.M. ASSIGNED 
TO ASTP MEDICAL TRAINING 


Disposition of enlisted men assigned to 
the Army Specialized Training Program 
for medical training will be made accord- 
ing to provisions outlined in the following 
paragraphs. The War Department an- 
nounced that: 

EM Scheduled To Graduate From Medi- 
cal School Before July 1, 1946: 

They will not be separated from the 
Army regardless of age, length of service, 
critical score, or by virtue of having three 
or more children under 18 years of age. 
They will not be permitted to enlist in the 
Regular Army. They may be separated 
under existing regulations pertaining to 
discharge of enlisted men because of undue 
hardship or because of importance to na- 
tional health, safety or interest. However, 
they will not be separated for any other 
reasons except as individually authorized 
by the War Department. 

-EM Not Scheduled to Graduate From 
Medical School Before July 1, 1946: 

Those who meet current War Depart- 
ment criteria for separation may be dis- 
charged. Those eligible for discharge un- 
der April 30 and June 30 criteria and who 
do not plan to continue their medical 
studies may be reassigned within the serv- 
ice command until the date of their dis- 
charge, if their services are needed. If 
their services are not needed, they will be 
discharged. Those who do not need War 
Department criteria for separation, who 
do not plan to continue their medical 
studies, or are not acceptable at an accred- 
ited medical school will be transferred to 
Brooke Army Medical Center. 

Those not eligible for separation who 
signify their intention to continue their 
medical studies and are acceptable at an 
accredited medical school will be released 
from active federal service and transferred 
to the Enlisted Reserve Corps. Authority 
for such release will be Section I, AR 615- 
363 and ASF Circular 56. These men will 
furnish a certificate from the dean or other 
similar official of a medical school approv- 
ed by the Council on Medical Education 
and Hospitals of the American Medical 
Association. 


END OF ASTP AT GEORGETOWN 


Graduation exercises at Georgetown Uni- 
versity School of Medicine were also the 
formal closing of the Army Specialized 
Training Program there. Georgetown set 
up a model system that was adopted by 
the Army throughout the country. 


SURGERY CONSULTANT VISITS 
BROOKE GENERAL HOSPITAL 


Colonel Frank L. Cole, Director of the 
Surgical Consultants Division, Office of 


the Surgeon General, recently visited 
Brooke General Hospital. While here he 
personally interviewed each _ refresher 


course student and their problems were 
co-ordinated with the Chief of the Surgical 
Service for solution. 


Colonel Cole also interviewed doctors 
who have made application for the Regu- 
lar Army with the view of endorsing their 
applications for the Personnel Division, 
Office of the Surgeon General. 


An inspection of surgical wards and 
facilities for expansion was made in addi- 
tion to making ward rounds on selected 
cases. 


MENTAL HEALTH 
INSTITUTE URGED 


Legislation to inaugurate a nationwide 
attack on mental disease problems is being 
pushed by Senator Pepper (D., Fla). 


The senator plans to urge larger appro- 
priations than advocated by the House— 
$4,500,000 for a Mental Health Institute 
at Bethesda and $10,000,000 for research 
work. Senator Pepper favors a $10,000,000 
outlay for the institute, since it was re- 
vealed that the $4,500,000 estimate was 
based on prewar costs. 

A report that half of all the U. S. hos- 
pital beds are occupied by mental patients 
caused Congressman Priest (D., Tenn.) to 
introduce the bill. 


AMPUTEES MAY GET AUTOMOBILES 


Assurances that amputees would be pro- 
vided with automobiles were given recently 
from two quarters. 

Congressman Rogers (R., Mass.) said 
that she will sponsor legislation to buy 
cars for amputees if the Veterans Admin- 
istration refuses to provide them. 

Miss Dorothy Frooks, New York lawyer, 
in talking with a committee from Walter 
Reed Hospital, pointed out that Public Law 
16 provides that any disabled veteran is 
entitled to equipment for “employability.” 

This interpretation of the law will be 
communicated to President Truman, who 
has been concerned over this phase of 
amputee problems. 


It’s much better to have a future than 
only a past. Always be careful. 
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AN HOUR IN SURGERY 


While skilled surgeons removed a tumor from the stomach of a patient, a member of the 
Bluebonnet staff and a photographer donned cans, gowns and masks. This is what they saw, 


the story is below. 


In the last issue, the Bluebonnet had an 
article on surgery in the field—the emer- 
gency life saving type as taught by the 
Army Medical Department Schools. So 
for this issue we went to the. other ex- 
treme and spent a fascinating hour in 
surgery at Brooke General Hospital where 
the ultimate in surgical repair is .accom- 
plished. 


In the photograph above, Col. Edmund 
Horgan, Chief of Surgical Service, is ex- 
ploring an abdomen to determine whether 
a partial gastrectomy may be necessary. 
He is assisted by Col. Dean M. Walker and 
Lt. Col. Robert M. Davis. Other personnel 
are: anesthesist, surgical nurse and assist- 
ants. In lay language this means the re- 
moval of a portion of the stomach. The 
operation took hours of preparation by all 
involved and years of experience for the 
surgeon and his assistants. The assem- 
bling, sterilizing and setting-up of that 
glittering array of instruments was no 
little job. 

And surgery, probably the most dramatic 
aspect of medicine, is very busy. In room 


after room, there are skilled teams of 
Medical Officers, Nurses, WACS and en- 
listed men working efficiently to correct 
anything from an ingrown toenail to a 
tumor of the brain. It is a twenty-four 
hour, seven-day-week job. Personnel are 
always on duty and surgeons always on 
call. Emergency operations are performed 
at all hours of the night or day. On some 
days twenty to thirty scheduled operations 
alone are performed. There were 1018 
cases handled the first two months of this 
year. The man behind the knife gets little 
rest. And the same holds true for the 
faithful, skilled hardworking nurses, WACS 
and enlisted men who assist him. 


It is contemplated that soon the Surgi. 
cal Service, as well as the other profes- 
sional services of Brooke General Hospital, 
will offer internship and residences up to 


five years to medical officers. The Service 
is broken down into sectional specialties: 
Thoracic Surgery, General Surgery, Uro- 
logic Surgery, Orthopedic Surgery, Ob- 
stetrics and Septic and Proctologic Surgery. 
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In And Out The Hospital 


DENTAL CLINIC 
80,000 TEETH 


. 


Maj. examines T/5 


left, 
Leonard Shimberg, as Cpl. Henri Yorhan pre- 
pares to X-ray patient. T/5 Nelle Pope watches. 


R. H. McGoogan, 


2500 times a month someone goes to the 
dentist at Brooke Army Medical Center. 
At 32 teeth per adult, the dental officers 
and enlisted technicians who operate the 
six clinics here at Brooke look at approxi- 
mately 80,000 teeth each month. 


The Army has long recognized the im- 
portance of sound teeth, so when a man or 
woman is inducted into military service, a 
survey is made of the condition of his or 
her teeth, and a dental record is started. 
As remedial work is performed, the pa- 
tient’s status is designated by a class*num- 
ber—1, 2, 3, or 4. The last indicates that 
no further treatment is required. 


Before Class 4 is reached, a number of 
repairs may have been accomplished. Teeth 
are cleaned, repaired, or extracted as re- 
quired. Dentures are made when the need 
exists. All phases of dental techniques in- 
cluding surgery are practiced by the staff, 
assisted by enlisted technicians who serve 
in various capacities. Periodic check-ups 
are made to assure the patient and the den- 
tist that no changes have taken place—and 
if cavities have developed, they are given 
prompt attention. 


Dental Clinics are located at the New 
Hospital, the Convalescent Annex, Medical 
Department Enlisted Technicians Schools, 
and at Annex II. The staff of officers, rang- 
ing from Lts. to Cols., is headed by Colonel 
Walter L. Reesman, Chief of Dental Ser- 
_ vices. 


MALARIA, MEASLES, 
OR MYOPIA 


Lt. Col. Haynes, T/Sgt. Judah and Miss Mag- 
dalene Schnupp, of the Out-Patient Service, 
Brooke Genera! Hospital (left to right). 


The phone rings persistently for a min- 
ute. T/Sgt. George Judah answers, “Out- 
Patient Service” and the wheels start turn- 
ing. 

Out-Patient Service at Brooke General 
Hospital is maintained as a free medical 
service for dependents of military person- 
nel residing in the central San Antonio area. 

The phones, the waiting room, the desk 
in the corner and the examining rooms are 
the physical assets. The know-how, the 
diplomacy and the eagerness to help are the 
qualities of the officers, nurses and enlisted 
personnel that make the Out-Patient Serv- 
ice the valuable part of Brooke General Hos- 
pital that it is. A phone call comes in, a 
distressed woman explains that her husband 
is overseas and her little boy is coming down 
with what looks like measles. Can anyone 
help? The facts are obtained. Is the caller 
entitled to the benefits? Is she living in the 
zone covered by Brooke General Hospital? 
How urgent is the case? House calls are 
made by an Army doctor—an assignment 
known as “riding the wagon.” Ambulances 
are dispatched when the circumstances war- 
rant such service. In most cases, the appli- 
cant is asked to make an appointment and 
visit the Out-Patient Service in the New 
Building of the Brooke General Hospital. 

The waiting room is seldom empty. Doc- 
tors and nurses patiently and skillfully ex- 
amine each applicant. Then the trail to 
assistance and care begins. Admittance to 
the hospital, laboratory analysis, X-ray ex- 
amination, or surgery are prescribed when 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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ORTHOPEDIC SHOP AT BAMC 


Robert B. Sherman, civilian foreman of the 
BAMC Brace Shop and Sgt. Joseph V. Man- 
dina fit a leg brace on Pfc. James G. Thomp- 
son, a patient in Brooke General Hospital. 


A modern and complete orthopedic brace 
shop has been set up at Brooke Army Medi- 
cal Center to speed the recovery of wound- 
ed and injured soldiers and veterans who 
are patients at Brooke General Hospital. 


Combining the two former brace units 
of the hospital, the new shop, located in 
Annex IV, includes a shoe correction room, 
leather work rooms and machine shop. 


The shop, which will make all kinds of 
orthopedic appliances, will specialize in the 
construction of braces for broken arms, 
legs, backs, and necks; supports for in- 
jured backs; abdominal supports; and shoe 
corrections, including the casting of special 
shoes. 

Pride and joy of the shop is a new plas- 
ter machine which makes a cast for special 
shoes for partial. amputations and foot de- 
formities. There are only 10 such ma- 
chines in the world, all located in service 
hospitals. T/5 Glen N. Johnson of Grand 
Forks, N. D. is in charge of this machine. 
He attended a special 6 week course in 
the operation of the equipment, and was 
recently transfered here from McCloskey 
General Hospital. 


The machine has a tray of chrome- 
plated ball bearings in which the patient 
places his foot. Through the use of mag- 
netic needles on the ball bearings, a per- 
fect imprint of the foot is made. From 
this imprint, a cast is made and then sent 
to Boston Quartermaster Depot where the 
special shoes are fabricated. 

The shops are under the direction of 
Major Blumer. Enlisted technicians and 
civilians, many of whom are ex-GIs, com- 
plete the staff. 


TRANSFUSION ROOM 


The time worn adage, “Blood is thicker 
than water,” hits the nail on the head with 
deadly accuracy as far as the staff of the 
transfusion room at Brooke General Hos- 
pital, Brooke Army Medical Center, Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas, are concerned. 

A glimpse into the sparkling-white 
transfusion room, reveals the following 
everyday so-called “routine” duties: prep- 
aration of recipient sets, through which 
blood is filtered from container to patient, 
blood typing and RH typing patients and 
donors, running serology tests, and setting 
up cross-matches (compatible blood types), 
to name but a few “ordinary” procedures, 

With the greater majority of transfu- 
sion cases falling into the emergency cate- 
gory, never a dull moment is experienced 
by the ‘fon their toes” staff: ready to cope 
in a minute’s notice with any arising situa- 
tion. A typical emergency would be a pa- 
tient brought to Brooke in a hemorraging 
state, where an immediate blood transfu- 
sion would be required. 

Where is the blood obtained? What is . 
the procedure for securing blood donors? 
Where does the credit lie for the success 
of countless transfusions? And if the blood 
required is a rare type, what can be done 
about it? 

The answers to the above questions lie 
in the following facts. First of all, with- 
out the splendid cooperation of the en- 
listed personnel of the Brooke Medical .De- 
tachment, and the men of the 4th Army, 
who are continually “on call,” the vast 
transfusion program would be doomed to 
failure. 

On file in the transfusion room is a 
card index of every available blood donor. 
The card contains all pertinent informa- 
tion, i.e., type of blood, RH factor, date 
of last transfusion, and to whom the blood 
was given. As a rule, it is six-to-eight 
weeks before donors are called in for a 
second “bleeding.” This naturally neces- 
sitates a huge roster of qualified blood 
donors. Every blood donor is given a thor- 
ough physical examination, in order to de- 
termine, without any doubt whatsoever, 
that the donor is free from any diseases 
that might possibly result in an unfavor- 
able re-action to the patient. The exam- 
ination is also given for the protection of 
the donor. 

Considering the countless transfusions 
handled monthly: average transfusion fig- 
ures range from 250-to-300 pints of blood 
per month, with high periods of upwards 
to 400 pints per month not an uncommon 
occurrence, the rate of unfavorable reac- 
tions is LESS than one per cent. This 
outstanding record is “tops” throughout 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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NEW TRAINEES WELCOMED 
BY GENERAL WILLIS 


“We don’t want to take your initiative 
away; we want to help you develop it so 
that when you leave the army, you’ll be 
a better man than you were before you 
came in.” 


With those words, Brig. Gen. John M. 
Willis, commandant, Brooke Army Medical 
Center, welcomed 340 trainees of the 142nd 
Training Battalion, the first group of 
medics to receive basic training at Brooke. 


“To achieve this purpose, we must have 
your enthusiasm and your loyalty,” the 
General said. 


Col. Paul O. Wells, commanding officer 
of the ASFTC, told the men that at the 
end of the eight weeks of basic training, 
approximately one-half of them would be 
sent to specialized schools for additional 
instruction, while the others would be sent 


overseas as replacements. Most of the 
group are 18-year-old recruits. 


Medical installations from all over the 
nation were transferred recently to Fort 
Sam Houston and the first training cycle 
under the new setup got under way. 
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ASFTC Trainees Arrive 


COL. SACKS LEAVES 
BROOKE GENERAL HOSPITAL 


Lieutenant Colonel David R. Sacks, MC, 
of San Antonio, who has been Chief of the 
Medical Service at Brooke General Hospi- 
tal since November 1945, is now under- 
going processing for separation from the 
service. He plans to spend the next three 
months visiting various medical colleges, 
prior to his return to San Antonio to again 
take up private practice in internal medi- 
cine. 

Attending Tulane University, Col. Sacks 
received his MD degree in 1928. His in- 
ternship was served at the Santa Rosa In- 
firmary in San Antonio. Entering the 
service as Captain, MC, in May of 1942, 
his tours of duty included the Regional 
Hospital, Camp Barkeley, Texas; Station 
Hospital, Camp Fannin, Texas; and the 
126th Evacuation Hospital, Camp Bowie, 
Texas. 


* 

The troubled time in which we live must 
not make us callous or indifferent to hu- 
man suffering. These unusual times re- 
quire unusual efforts. 

—Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
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Honor students of Medica! Department Enlisted Technician Schools receive diplomas in 
graduation exercises held at Brooke Army Medical Center. 


Two hundred and thirty medical tech- 
nicians graduated from the Medical De- 
partment Enlisted Technician School at 
special exercises held on April 3. 

Approximately half of the graduates 
have been assigned to the Brooke General 
Hospital as surgical and medical techni- 
cians, while the remaining graduates have 
been shipped out to fill key medical posi- 
tions with various installations through- 
out the nation. 

Brig. Gen. John M. Willis, Brooke Army 
Medical Center commandant, delivered a 
brief address, pointing out important posi- 
tions being filled today in the army by 
medical technicians. 

“You are going to various hospitals well- 
trained; keep up your training and im- 
prove yourself,” he said. 

Col. C. B. Woods, M.D.E.T.S. comman- 
dant, praised the medics and Capt. John 
Kramer, school training officer, announced 
the honor students. 

Those who were named as the best stu- 
dents in their various fields were: Pvt. 
Dierauer, dental; Pvt. Tetsno, laboratory; 
Pvt. Arthur J. Winklbauer, medical; Pfce. 
Carl F. Ekstrom, MEMT; T/4 Dominick 
Yeropoli, pharmacy; Pvt. Socrates Anag- 
nos, surgical; and Pvt. Boyd Clark, X-ray 
school. 

Students cited as showing the greatest 
improvement in their fields during the 
course are Pvt. Emmet Vaughn, dental; 
Pyt. Paul Woyciecnowski, medical; and 
Pvt. Fred Manoaci, surgical. 


SGT. PRAISES MEDICAL CORPS 


After 20 months of hospitalization, 1st 
Sgt. John R. Easley, member of the famous 
3rd Division, is going back to duty. He 
will be discharged from Brooke General 
Hospital and will return to active duty 
status at BAMC. 

During the “big drive” at Anzio, Italy, 
in 1944, a mortar shell ripped the muscle 
and bone structure from his shoulder, leav- 
ing his left arm useless. 


“T thought I would lose that arm sure, 
but the Medical Corps did a grand job of 
surgery, and I am qualified for full mili- 
tary duty again,” he said, adding, “I hope 
they assign me to duty here at Fort Sam— 
it’s the best post in the world for my 
money.” 

Sergeant Easley has more than 19 years 
service in the Regular Army to his credit, 
and will be eligible for retirement in July 
under existing War Department regula- 
tions. 


AIDE DE CAMP 


Lt. William Gilliland has assumed his 
duties as aide de camp to Brig. Gen. John 
M. Willis, commandant, Brooke Army Med- 
ical Center. 

Lieutenant Gilliland entered the Army 
in January 19438, and went to North Africa 
the following December. From Africa he 
went to India where he served 13 months. 
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A Rookie Writes Home 


Co. X, 88th M.T.B. 
Army Service Forces 
Training Center (Med) 
Brooke Army Med Center 
Ft. Sam Houston, Tex. 
March 20, 1946 
Dear Mom: 

I know I should have written sooner, but 
gosh, there are so many new things to a 
man just drafted into the Army. As you 
know from the card I sent you, I was only 
at the reception center for five days. Then 
they shipped me here. This is a big place. 
I am told that we are a part of Brooke Army 


Medical Center which covers almost all of. 


Fort Sam Houston. I am in a trainee com- 
pany, part of the Army Service Forces 
Training Center (Medical). We live in bar- 
racks and all eat in one mess hall. 

We have been in training a week now. 
It’s not so bad. Mostly officers talk to us 
about one thing or another. They tell us 
why we are here and why we will go over- 
seas to do garrison and police duty in for- 
eign countries. The chaplain spoke to us on 
army life, and a psychiatrist told us how to 
adjust to military living. I guess they have 
learned a lot from this war because they 
sure cover everything. 

They say that when we finish this train- 
ing we will go overseas as basic replace- 
ments, or go to some specialized school to 
learn a trade or skill and then maybe go 
overseas. I can become a technician—labora- 
tory—surgical—sanitary, etc., or a truck 
driver or cook or clerk. I kinda think T want 


ASFTC (Med) trainees 
of Co. A, 142nd B’n, at- 
| tend field lecture as part 
of their training. 


to be a surgical technician. But that doesn’t 
come until I finish these 8 weeks here at 
ASFTC. 

We pretty well know why we are here 
and what will happen to us now. And I don’t 
think the Army life will be so bad. But I 
sure miss your cooking, Mom. And I sure 
would rather be home. 

Your Loving Son, 
Bill. 

P.S. You should see me in uniform. 

Sharp! It fits, too! 


oe — 
Co. X, 88th M.T.B. 
Army Service Forces 
Training Center (Med) 
Brooke Army Med Center 
Ft. Sam Houston, Tex. 
April 10th, 1946 
Dear Mom: 

My feet hurt. I have been here four weeks 
now and just passed my test. Each of us 
got a test and had to pass it or work after 
duty hours to learn the subject we flunked. 

It wasn’t easy. We have really learned a 
lot. They are getting sort of strict. Every 
day we drill—that’s why my feet hurt now. 
And we have exercises (they call it callis- 
thenics) and carry guns. We haven’t shot 
any yet, but we have handled the M1, sub 
machine guns, carbine, rifle grenade and 
thrown dummy hand grenades. 

They showed us how to dig fox holes and | 
other field fortifications. And we learned 
about land mines and have had a lot of dis- 
seas control and sanitation. 
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The other night I walked guard. It was a 
long night. Some officer tried to get by 


without halting and identifying himself, 
but I sure stopped him. I had a gun. Of 
course it didn’t have any bullets in it. 
Well, I am tired, so will hit the sack and 
get some shut-eye. We had a lot of drill to- 
cay. My feet hurt. 
Your Leving Son, 
Bill. 


eo. 
Co. X, 88th M.T.B. 
Army Service Forces 
Training Center (Med) 
Brooke Army Med Center 
Ft. Sam Houston, Tex. 
May 11th, 1946 
Dear Mom: 

Well today I finished my basic military 
training and I am going to be sent to the 
Medical Department Enlisted Technician 
School that is also a part of Brooke Army 
Medical Center. Guess I will get to be a 
surgical technician after all. And it won’t 
be far to go. It is right here on the post. 

Those last two weeks were really rough. 
We spent five days on the range at Camp 
Bullis shooting all kinds of weapons from 
an M1 to a rifle grenade. And at night we 
stayed out there in pup tents—and ate out 
of mess kits. 

And then came the tactical problem. We 
had gone back to camp when all of a sud- 
den we were alerted. Had to pack up and 


head out to the country. What a time! We 
hiked and hiked and when we stopped we 
dug fox holes and pitched tents. When we 
finally got to sleep we had a gas attack and 
had to put on our masks. It was fun though. 
We had regular sham battles with tanks and 
airplanes and shooting blanks and every- 
thing. But believe me, I was glad when it 
was over. We were a tired and happy bunch 
when we got back. 

Anyway, I know I can take it now. And 
I am beginning to realize just how big and 
complex this army is. I am just a basic sol- 
dier now, but I could go to school the rest 
of my life in the army, they have so many 
schools. And now that my basic training is 
over, I can start studying in earnest on off 
duty time. I saw my Information and Educa- 
tion Officer and he told me how for two dol- 
lars I can get all the books and education I 
want through U.S.A.F.I. (United States 
Armed Forces Institute). So I can start pre- 
paring for my college education. They have 
a nice place to study in the Educational Sec- 
tion, too. 

Well, Mom, I think I can call myself a 
soldier now. And I guess I will start going 
into San Antonio a little more and catch 
up with my social life. But don’t worry, not 
too much. I signed up for a course in physi- 
ology today and it will take a lot of study- 
ing. 

* Your Loving Son, 

Bill. 
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News And Views From 


THOSE WHO STAYED 


eagle 
¥ 


Duty meant giving to the limit of human 
endurance, but her service went far beyond 
that. She stayed with the sick and wounded 
on Corregidor. She could have left. 

Captain Ann Mealer of Birmingham, 
Alabama, Army Nurse Corps, is “A Heroine 
of Corregidor” and a liberated prisoner of 
war of the Japanese. Her story typifies the 
spirit of that gallant band of Americans and 
Filipinos who gave till the last. 

Captain Mealer arrived at Corregidor in 
September, 1941, to assume her duties as 
chief nurse with the “Topside” Hospital. 
Corregidor was divided into three areas— 
Topside included the administration build- 
ings and hospital, Middleside consisted of 
homes and barracks, Bottomside had tunnels 
and piers. After the Japs attacked, a section 
of tunnel was prepared as a hospital for a 
safety precaution. 

“On one warm, bright day in mid-Decem- 
ber,” Captain Mealer, then Chief Nurse in 
the hospital located in Malinta tunnel, tells, 
“T asked for transportation to Topside to 
speak with the commanding officer. Upon 
leaving his office, I decided to walk back. 
I sent the driver on—and that was the last 
time I saw him alive. 

“As I walked down the winding road, a 
buzzing group of dark spots appeared in 
the sky. This proved to be the first of a 
steady stream of devastating raids, the 
might of which I am unable to describe.” 

Casualties poured into the tunnel and the 
doctors and nurses worked night and day, 
catching a few winks of sleep between opera- 
tions. The water supply became danger- 
cusly low and had to be rationed severely 
toe only the most seriously ill and wounded 
patients. They drank sea water flavored 
with coffee and canned fruit juices. Nurses 
and other personnel were streaming into 


(Continued on page 24) 


RECRUITS 


The hard-packed drill field reflected the 
sun’s glare up into the sweat streaked faces 
of the men. It was hot out there, man— 
hot as the hinges of something or other. 
They executed the crisply shouted com- 
mands with all of the grace and precision 


of men who had successfully completed 
their first week of basic. 

A small cloud of dust followed them up 
and down the field—executing “to the rear 
—march” along with the men. They car- 
ried rifles, but doubted that they were 
made of anything but solid lead. 8 pounds 
just couldn’t be that heavy. More than one 
boy gritted his teeth, straightened his piece, 
squared his shoulders and muttered, “I'll 
learn my right foot from my left— if it 
kills me.” 

The war had ended 9 months. ago when 
the Japs threw in the towel and said, “Velly 
Solly.” Millions of men who had worn khaki 
since 1941 have gone home as civilians to 
wrestle with the clothing and housing short- 
ages—still feeling a wee bit uneasy as 
they passed an officer or an M. P. 

For the boys out there on the drill field, 
the war was over too, but not the military 
service. The United States still has obli- 
gations and responsibilities that entail the 
maintenance of a sizeable army. Upon the 
invitation of loyal draft boards and answer- 
ing the appeal of recruiting posters, these 
men have left civilian life to assume their 
responsibility in the American Army. In 8 
weeks they will be veterans. The strained 
expressions will have left their faces. The 
salute will be a natural, smooth gesture of 
greeting and respect, rather than a trial. 
Most of them will have learned their right 
foot from their left. They will have learned 
to be soldiers, to guard themselves and 
others, to handle the weapons of war, to 


(Continued on page 21) 
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Brooke Army Medical Center 


MILES OF MAIL 


If the magazines, packages, and letters 
received yearly at the Brooke General Hos- 
pital post office were laid end to end, they 
would easily stretch across the vast state 
of Texas. 

Daily, on the average, 9,000 letters and 
225 parcel post packages are distributed 
throughout the hospital center area. 

Operating directly under the jurisdiction 
of the general post office are the following 
detachment and annex mail rooms: Medical 
and WAC detachments, Convaléscent Hos- 
pital area, nurses’ quarters, and annexes 
two, three and four. 

Unusual incidents, in which letters and 
packages mailed from Fort Sam Houston 
to overseas theaters, have traveled around 
the world before delivery to GI’s, now back 
in the states, are everyday occurrences. 
This is mainly due to the huge rate of re- 
deployment of troops from every theater 
of operations. 

In addition to sorting properly the mor- 
ale-building mail to both patients and mili- 
tary personnel on duty, the money order 
section does a landslide business, especially 
on the first and thirty-first of each month 
—depending mainly on which date is PAY- 
DAY. The money order window is then 
swamped with GI’s, officers, nurses, and 
patients, crowding the section to pay per- 
sonal bills, forward money home to rela- 
tives and banks, plus miscellaneous items. 
Heavy, but normal cash intake for the first 
five days of each month ranges from 
$6,500 to $8,000. 

Stamp sales come in for a brisk business, 
with 1945 records displaying sales totaling 
$40,000. If the “free” mailing privilege, 
granted to members of the Armed Forces 
were rescinded, the stamp sales figure 
would undoubtedly be at least quadrupled. 

The peak period reached in postal ac- 

(Continued on page 24) 


WAC VISITOR 


Highest praise for the work of the Wom- 
en’s Army Corps in Army hospitals was 
given by Lt. Col. Katherine Goodwin, WAC, 
on a recent visit to the WAC Detachment 
at Brooke Army Medical Center. 

Colonel Goodwin, who is on the staff of 
the commanding general of the ASF, has 
been inspecting Army installations where 
WACS are stationed. 


In the photograph above, Colonel Good- 
win is shown watching T/5 Calanthe Fran- 
cis operate a hydro therapy machine, while 
a patient receives treatment. 

“The work of the Women’s Army Corps 
has been outstanding in hospitals,” Colonel 
Goodwin said. “I have visited practically 
all the general hospitals in the United 
States, and everywhere the commanding 
officers and the nurses have told me what 
splendid contributions the WACs have made 
in the care of the sick and wounded. 

“T wish to pay a special tribute to the 
girls whe work on the wards,” she contin- 
ued. “Many of their jobs are dull and un- 
glamorous, and yet the fine care they give 
to their patients is especially praiseworthy.” 

The WACs were featured on the weekly 
BAMC radio program, “New Horizons,” 
over WOAT on April 5. Sgt. Margaret Ross 
acted as master of ceremonies and inter- 
viewed T/5 Ruth Langford and Technician 
Muriel Gage. 

Musical features included the official 
WAC song, “Colonel Bogey” by a WAC 
chorus and a quartet composed of T/5’s 
Patricia Chumlea and Margaret Gish and 
T/4’s Irene Campbell and Imogene Bot- 
toms. 


Industrial accidents have caused more 
loss of man hours than all strikes, ma- 
terial shortages and transportation diffi- 
culties put together. 

Rear Admiral C. W. Fisher, 
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Brooke Book Lovers Not Frustrated 


Miss Odell McGregor, Brooke Librarian, 
brings bookcart to bedside where patients take 


their pick. Left T/5 Emmet Barker, Right Mr. 
Cecil J, McCutcheon, veteran. 


The books in most demand by readers at 
Brooke Army Medical Center this year 
were The Captain From Castile, The Black 
Rose, The Robe, and Ernie Pyle’s Brave 
Men. There is an incessant demand for 
books on Floriculture, Refrigeration, Air 
Conditioning, Air Navigation, Gardening, 
Photography, and House Plans. Zane Grey 
is the most popular author of western 
stories and Erle Stanley Gardner is the 
preferred author of mystery stories. Poetry 
is borrowed constantly. Dickens, Dumas, 
Hugo, and Scott in attractive editions are 
as popular as the latest novels. The Life 
of David Crockett has been read more than 
any other one book and Northwest Passage 
by Roberts takes second place. In the past 
year, 20,590 books were added to the li- 
brary, and 85,000 books were issued to in- 
dividuals. 


Any Army group constitutes a cross sec- 
tion of American life and a soldier’s reading 
at Brooke Army Medical Center is as var- 
ied as his background and his personality. 

Due to rapid expansion, Library Service 
is decentralized to serve the patients and 
staff in various locations. In the past year 
libraries were located at the New Hospital 
Red Cross building, Old Hospital Red Cross 
building. the Service Club, Annex 2, Con- 
valescent Annex building T948. On April 
1st a Library opened at Annex 4. 


At each Hospital Unit, where there are 
bed patients, reading materials are brought 
to the patients a-la-book cart. Library as- 
sistants, selected for ward service, are 
chosen for their ability to give reading 
guidance. At each Library there is a Read- 
ing and Reference Room for the use of am- 
gua patients and personnel of the hos- 
pital. 


Seventy-eight sets of the Armed Services 
Editions are received each month. These 
are used extensively in isolated wards, in 
neuro-psychiatric wards, and day rooms. 

Special requests for books, not in the 
Brooke Army Medical Center Libraries, are 
accomplished through inter-loan from the 
Post Library, Fort Sam Houston. 

The first aim in Hospital Library Service - 
is to give pleasurable reading experience 
to the patient so that he may pass the long 
hours of recovery without boredom or des- 
pondency. The second aim is to assist him 
in whatever he is doing or studying while 
he is a patient. Many men are doing craft 
work. The library can supply books on 
method and present designs. Some men 
are taking correspondence courses. The 
library supplies supplementary reading to 
them. Often a man needs a map, a book 
of tables, or a dictionary. If he is an am- 
bulatory patient the librarian directs him 
to the reference books which he needs. 

The third aim of the library service is to 
assist the patient in becoming adjusted to 
his next cycle of experience. He may be 
able to return to duty or he may receive a 
medical discharge. He may plan to go to 
work. He may wish to revamp the knowl- 
edge of his former job or learn of new de- 
velopments in that industry. Frequently, 
the patient realizes that what he did before 
is no longer possible because of his disabil- 
ity. He must find a new trade or profes- 
sion. To help him the library has an In- 
formation File of literature on Jobs and 
Training for Jobs. The Counselors’ Kit 
supplied by the Counselling and Classifica- 
tion Section is in the library for his use. 

Those who plan to go to school want in- 
formation about schools and courses they 
sre considering. The library has a set of 
college catalogs available for this purpose. 

Mrs. Frances Sawyer Henke, the Librar- 
ian of Brooke Army Medical Center, has a 
B.A. degree, Western Reserve University, 
the B.S. in Library Science from the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, and the M.A. degree 
from the University of Chicago. Mrs. 
Henke in 1940 was chosen as Army Service 
Command Librarian for the 3rd Service 
Command. In 1942, she was transferred 
to Headquarters of the Morale Services, 
Washington. D. C. as a specialist in Book 
Selection. In 1944 she requested transfer 
to her present position. 

Mrs. Frances Henke is ably assisted in 
library service by Loreta Wallace, Mrs. 
Beth Simpson, Mrs. Mary Dibble, Mildred 
Donnellv, Kathrvn Owens, Bettye Sue Voll- 
rath, Odell McGregor, and Margaret Ma- 
lone. 

For Reference Service or for establish- 
ment of Library Service for new units, call 
The Librarian, ext. 4086. 
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Center Civilians 


CONFERENCES HELD ON 
EFFICIENCY RATINGS 


Conferences dealing with efficiency rat- 
ings for civilian employees at Brooke Army 
Medical Center are now under way with the 
purpose of obtaining a uniform procedure 
tnroughout the installation. 

Fourteen sessions, attended by approxim- 
ately 280 rating and reviewing officials, al- 
ready have been held on ratings for graded 
civilians, and discussions on ungraded em- 
ployees will be held later. A total of 2165 
civilians are employed at the Center. 

The meetings are being conducted by Miss 
Virginia Black, chief of training in the Ci- 
vilian Personnel Office. 


: -@- 
“GOOD WILL” ANNIVERSARY 
OBSERVED BY MENGERS 


A different kind of anniversary—one of 
good will and good neighborliness—was ob- 
served recently by Mr. and Mrs. August 
Menger of San Antonio. 

For a year now, they have been giving 
their services to Brooke General Hospital 
by lining and assembling women’s and chil- 
dren’s purses made by patients in the occu- 
pational therapy shops. 

Mrs. Menger assembles and lines the 
purses and inserts a zipper. Mr. Menger, 
well-known publisher, makes the handles 
and zipper pulls. 

They return the purses every Thursday 
and at the same time pick up another batch 
to work on during the following week. In 
the past year, they have completed 556 


purses for the patients. 
—_ -@- - = 


SUGGESTIONS BRING CASH 
TO CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES 


If you tucked away that idea for saving 
the government money back in one of your 
“brain files,” better drag it out, write it 
down and drop it in a Suggestion Box. 

It may mean a saving to the government, 
to say nothing of a cash award to you. 

For just such ideas, which saved the gov- 
ernment time, money or materials, two civil- 
ian employees of the Convalescent Annex, 
Brooke General Hospital, were recently 
presented cash awards. 

Mrs. Naomi Hastings, clerk-stenographer 
in the office of the director of training, Con- 
valescent Annex, received $50. Her sugges- 
tion was that a continuation sheet be added 
to the WD Standard Finance Form 325. 

Verne Sabin won $44.74 for a suggestion 
in regard to photography. He is an in- 
structor in the Convalescent Annex Photo 
School. 


TRAINING COMPLETED 


Certificates of training were received re- 
cently by civilians for successful comple- 
tion of a Military Correspondence Course at 
Brooke Army Medical Center. Major J. V. 
Mazziotta, adjutant general at BAMC, pre- 
sents certificates to Mrs. Dorothy Mc- 
Claugherty, Mrs. Bettie J. Condie and Mrs. 
Phyllis J. Word, reading left to right. 

-® 


ARMLESS BASEBALL WONDER 

“Happy” Frank McKoewen, the armless 
baseball wonder, visited Brooke Army 
Medical Center entertaining the patients 
and cadre with a demonstration that proved 
to be a morale builder for the incapacitat- 
ed soldier. 

He shaves with a straight razor, dresses 
himself, throws a ball, shoots pool, sweeps 
the floor, washes dishes, eats with a knife, 
fork and spoon, plays the piano, in fact 
he does anything the normal-limbed can per- 
form, “except,” he chortles, “wash my 
hands.” By performing similar feats be- 
fore the sick and wounded personnel of 
World War II, he hopes to reassure the 
physically handicapped that their efforts 
to live a normal life are not necessarily 
restricted by loss of limb. 

McKoewen recently completed a tour of 
Navy and veteran hospitals where he 
proved to be a very popular performer. 
He hopes to visit other Army installations 
throughout the country. 


The Regular peacetime Army pays huge 
dividends to the taxpayers of America... 
listen to this historical fact . .. the first 
railroad in America was built by the Army 
.. . beginning with the construction of the 
old Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and the 
Erie Canal Army engineers have worked 
upon virtually every navigable body of 
water in the country. 
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Award Winners 


Left to right, Col. William C. Porter, Pfc. Albert E. Punty, Lt. Col. John E. Kinney, Maj. 
Franklin M, Foote, Maj. Ernest A. Sallee, Maj. Percy W. Smith, Maj. John W. Jameson, Capt. 


Elsie Kuraner, Chief W/O Alex Natafalusy, M/Sgt Ernest Delaney, 


M/Sgt. Henry Mendez, 


M/Sgt. Herbert C. Nagel, Lt, Col. Joseph T. Caples. 


Col, William C. Porter 


Effective presentation of an intensive 
trogram of practical psychiatry at Mason 
General Hospital, Long Island, New York, 
and exceptional ability to impart ideas to 
students won the Legion of Merit for Col. 
William C. Porter. 

A recent arrival at the Medical Center, 
Colonel Porter has assumed duties as Di- 
rector of the Neurophychiatric Section, 
Army Medical Department Schools, in ad- 
dition to heading the Neuropsychiatric De- 
partment at Brooke General Hospital. 

Colonel] Porter attended Union Univer- 
sity and Albany Medical School, both lo- 
cated in New York State. 


Lt. Col. John E. Kinney 


For providing for the spiritual and rec- 
reational welfare of troops traveling by 
transport, Lt. Col. John E. Kinney, senior 
chaplain at Brooke Army Medical Center, 
has been awarded the Army Commendation 
Ribbon. This service was given while he 
was aboard the USS Republic in the Far 
East and assigned to the Philippine De- 
partment. 


Maj. Franklin M. Foote 

Outstanding work as instructor and act- 
ing director of the Department of Sanita- 
tion, Medical Field Service School at Car- 
lisle Barracks, Pa., has won the Army 
Commendation Ribbon for Major Franklin 
M. Foote, former employee of the City of 
New York and assistant professor of public 
health at Cornell University Medical Col- 
lege. Major Foote is now director of the 
Department of Military Sanitation of Army 
Medical Department Schools, BAMC. 


Maj. Ernest A. Sallee 

The Army Commendation has been pre- 
sented to Major Ernest A. Sallee, director 
of security and intelligence at Fort Knox, 
Ky., but now at Fort Sam Houston to at- 
tend a provost marshal general’s school. 
The award was given for meritorious serv- 
ices as director of the Military Training 
Division and later as director of Inter- 
Security and Intelligence Division, Camp 
Breckinridge, Ky. 


-@-— — 
Maj. Percy W. Smith 

The services of Major Perey W. Smith 
as director of post personnel at Carlisle 
Barracks, Pa. have been cited as “excep- 
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Quick Shooting Paratrooper 


Wins Silver Star 


“Billy the Kid,” a swift-shooting, legend- 
ary gunman of the old frontier days may 
have had countless notches on his pistol butt, 
but S/Sgt. George M. Canales requires a 
shotgun butt to carve the notches signifying 
his Jap victims. 

For during the campaign at Manila, Ca- 
nales in some 70-odd minutes sent 22 Jap 
infantrymen to join their “honorable” an- 
cestors. Not content to rest on his laurels, 
he also led his unit, the 511th Parachute In- 


Following the presentation of 
the Silver Star Medal and the 
Purple Heart, Brig. Gen. John 
M. Willis, commandant, Brooke 
Army Medical Center, congrat- 
ulates S/Sgt. George M. Cana- 
les, Houston, Texas, a patient 
in Brooke General Hospital. 


fantry Regiment for 93 consecutive days, 
until he himself was wounded in the bitter 
campaign for Luzon. 

For this action, he has been awarded the 
Silver Star Medal. 

The Sergeant, who is from Houston, also 
wears the Purple Heart, Combat Infantry- 
man Badge, Presidential Unit Citation, 
Philippine Liberation ribbon with one battle 
star, and the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of 
Cperations ribbon with three battle stars. 


tional,” and he has been commended for 
his outstanding contribution to the Medical 
Department. For this, he has been award- 
ed the Army Commendation Ribbon. Ma- 
jor Smith is now commandant of students 
and director of personnel for Army Medical 
Department Schools, BAMC. 
° 


Maj. John W. Jameson 

Major John W. Jameson, acting director 
of Field Medicine and Surgery, Army Med- 
ical Department Schools, BAMC, has been 
presented the Army Commendation Rib- 
bon. The award was based on Major 
Jameson’s outstanding contribution as in- 
structor and acting director of the De- 
partment of Field Medicine and Surgery 


at Carlisle Barracks. 
° 


Capt. Elsie Kuraner 

For meritorious achievement in connec- 
tion with her numerous Physical Therapist 
training duties at Brooke General Hospital, 
Capt. Elsie Kuraner has been awarded the 
Army Commendation Ribbon. Captain Ku- 
raner has been in service since 1933 and 
during that time she has been instrumental 
in conducting countless Physical Therapist 
classes. 


Chief W/O Alex Natafalusy 
As leader of the 323rd ASF Band at Car- 
lisle Barracks, Pa. from 1922 to 1946, Chief 
Warrant Officer Alex Natafalusy’s achieve- 
ment has been characterized as meritorious 
and for this he has been presented the Army 
Commendation Ribbon. Natafalusy is now 
assigned to the 32nd Medical Battalion, 
Brooke Army Medical Center. 
e = 


M/Sgt. Ernest Delaney 
M/Sgt. Ernest Delaney has been commend- 
ed for his achievement while serving as 
assistant band leader and first sergeant of 
the 323rd ASF Band at Carlisle Barracks, 
Pa. and he has been presented the Army 
Commendation Ribbon. Delaney, a mem- 
ber of the Regular Army since 1918, is 
currently assigned to the ASFTC, Brooke 
Army Medical Center. 

* 


M/Sgt. Henry Mendez 

M/Sgt. Henry Mendez, who has already 
completed 31 years in the army and who 
hopes to make at least 40, has been award- 
ed the Army Commendation Ribbon. The 
award was given for the knowledge of his 
assignment, intelligent management of per- 


(Continued on page 24) 
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Bronze Stars Awarded 


Lt. Col. Robert S$. Mathews 

improvements which Lt. Col. Robert S. Mathews effected 
in the 52nd Station Hospital, Italy, raised the standards of 
sanitation and vastly improved the physical appearance of 
the unit while he was executive officer there. 

Colonel Mathews, now commander of the 141st Training 
Battalion, was cited for his “high qualities of leadership, 
tireless devotion to duty and depth of vision.” 

He was overseas for 33 months. 


Col. Albert Fields 

When diphtheria and frequent outbreaks of dysentery, 
malaria, beri-beri and pneumonia occurred at Cabanatuan in 
the Philippines, Col. Albert Fields prevented what might 
have become a decimation of American prisoners. 

Serving with a hospital in the prison, Colonel Fields car- 
ried out his duties courageously although he was suffering 
from hunger and illness and was further handicaped by in- 
adequate supplies of food and medicine. He gave his serv- 
ices during a prolonged period. 


M/Sgt. Patrick Floyd 

The Army Commendation Ribbon has been awarded to 
M/Sgt. Patrick Floyd. This honor is for meritorious serv- 
ice as senior non-commissioned officer in charge of enlisted 
personnel in the operating room section, Surgical Service, 
at Brooke General Hospital. 

M/Segt. Floyd was commended for his devotion to duty, his 
technical knowledge and intelligent management of per- 
sonnel which contributed to the efficiency of the General 
Hospital. He has been a member of the Regular Army since 
1930. 


$/Sgt. Edgar U. Meridith 

Although greatly outnumbered, S/Sgt. Edgar U. Meridith 
and his men on Bataan accomplished numerous patrols into 
Japanese lines to obtain vitally needed information on enemy 
troop movements which aided the Americans. 

S/Sgt. Meredith was a member of the 27th Material Squad- 
ron and acted as platoon sergeant in a provisional infantry 
unit during the seige of Bataan. Meredith, now a patient, 
was a prisoner of the Japs for over three years. 


Pfc. Malcolm D. Barker 

During a surprise German counterattack at Wurzburg, 
Pfe. Malcolm D. Barker was among the first to set a ma- 
chine gun in action which aided in halting an enemy break- 
through. It was for this action that he received the Bronze 
Star. He was a member of Company “I”, 232nd Infantry 
Regiment, 45th Division. 
_ Barker is now a member of the Medical Detachment, pend- 
ing separation from the Armed Forces. He plans to resume 
his studies at the University of Texas. 
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220 Years In The Army 


220 years of Army Experience, with a 
total of 393 months of foreign service was 
represented when twenty-five regular-army 
non-commissioned officers of the 32d Medi- 


cal Battalion received warrants denoting 
their permanent enlisted grades in an im- 
pressive ceremony in the AMDS “Quadran- 
gle.” 


At a formation of the entire battalion, 
Lt. Eugene Lewis, the Officer of the Day, 
formed the troops and presented the non- 
coms to Lt. Col. Robert P. Campbell, who 
Was acccmpanied by his staff. The Adjut- 
ant, Lt. Ernest C. Marriner, read the cita- 
tion and called the non-coms forward to 
accept their warrants from Col. Campbell. 


M/Sgt. Guadalupe Villareal of San An- 
tonio lead the entire group in length of 
service with 25 years to his credit. 


One of the highlights of the morning was 
a new command given by a certain sergeant 
while his unit was marching into position. 
Although “About Face” is usually done at 
the halt, this particular company executed 
the movement very neatly while en route, 
and with no coaching from the sidelines 
either. 


RECRUITS (from Page 14) 


render first aid. They will also have learned 
why they are in the Army and what their 
role is in the post-war world. Their heavy 
service shoes will pound the Texas earth 
even firmer. The weeks will pass and their 
faces will tan. They will acquire the know- 
how and the confidence that goes with it. 
They are soldiers in the American Army. 
They are the enlisted men fulfilling one 


of the obligations of American citizenship. 


Anything But The Army! 


When his job of making out Morning 
Reports for over 500 men gets him up in 
the air, Company Clerk Boone H. Heep, 
Company “A”, 141st MTB, is right at home. 

Perhaps the only man in ASTFC who 
holds a pilot’s license, Heep flew for Austin 
Flying Service of Austin, Texas, prior to 
his Army service. His job was to pick up 
planes all over the Southwest and fly them 
to Austin for repairs. 

Heep, a native of Texas, attended South- 
western University at Georgetown, Texas, 
and Texas A & M at Bryan. 

Asked why he was in the Army instead 
of in the Air Corps, Heep laughed and re- 
plied that he had tried to enlist in the Air 
Corps but was turned down on his physical 
examination. “In fact,” Heep smiled, “I 
tried to join everything but the Army. * 


On the Other Heid 


The Army looks pretty good as a future 
—even to privates. 

Four privates from the Medical Depart- 
ment Enlisted Technician School, Brooke 
Army Medical Center, decided to spend an- 
other hitch in the army and re-enlisted to- 
gether. 

They were sworn in by the recruiting 
officer, BAMC. Afterwards, they prepared 
to leave for home on their re-enlistment fur- 
loughs. 


— —@—__—_— 

The Regular peacetime Army is a posi- 
tive factor in the progress of civilization 

. in 1912 the Signal Corps accomplished 
the first successful radio message from 
airplane to ground, and after a few years 
later successfully demonstrated the first 
airplane radio telephone. 
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The 32nd Medical Battalion 


Army Day activities as observed by 
Brooke Army Medical Center were greatly 
enhanced by exhibits and demonstrations 
of the 32nd Medical Battalion. 

Although this unit has as its principal 
duty the performing of demonstrations for 
classes at the Medical Field Service School, 
it also has done outstanding work in ex- 
hibits before the public. At one of the 
demonstrations in a large city, a simulat- 
ed casualty was treated. The performances 
appeared so realistic that many of the 
spectators fainted while watching. 

Thereafter, the success of the show was 
measured by the numbers of svrectators 
who had to quit watching due to the 
realism. 

On many occasions, such as Army Day, 
this battalion has been selected to repre- 
sent the Medical Department during cere- 
monies and parades, including events in 
Washington and New York. During the six 
vears of its existence, it has many times 
furnished cadres for the formation of field, 
evacuation and general hospitals. 

In all, this battalion has helved in the 
training of about 40,000 officers. It gave 
to thousands of medical officers their first 
+g of what Army life and methods are 
ike. 

A highly versatile outfit, the battalion 
demonstrates almost every kind of military 
activity. Within an hour, it can show the 
actions of many branches of fighting troops 


and immediately afterward, the medical 
support for these troops. In order to carry 
out this dual function, each member of the 
outfit is qualified with both the rifle, Cal. 
30 M-1 and the dressing, first aid, small 
Carlisle Model M-1. 

Throughout World War II, the 32nd Med- 
ical Battalion served with the Medical Field 
Service School at Carlisle Barracks, Penn. 
where it was activated in 1940. 

Formed from units of the First Medical 
Regiment, the 32nd never went overseas 
although nearly all of its men saw service 
outside the United States. The First Regi- 
ment’s history goes back to World War I, 
when it served as the First Hospital Train. 
evacuating casualties from almost all of 
the engagements in which American forces 
participated. 

This battalion, now a part of Brooke 
Army Medical Center, arrived February 11 
and is housed in the old 9th Infantry Quad- 
rangle. It is presently commanded by Lt. 
Col. Robert P. Campbell, MC, a native of 
San Antonio. 


For a time, through separation and 
transfers, the battalion was below auth- 
orized strength. With the activation of the 
Army Medical Department Schools, the 
battalion is rapidly getting back to normal 
strength. Once again it is fulfilling its im- 
portant function of assisting the faculty 
of the school in many phases of Medical 
Department training. 


32nd Medical Battalion 
Puts On Army Day Show 


The dramatic story of the medic—the 
man, who, unarmed, went to the front to 
eare for his fallen comrades, who labored 
through shell fire and mud, drenching rains 
and scorching heat, to alleviate the suf- 
fering of wounded soldiers—was depicted 
as part of the Army Day celebration at 
Brooke Army Medical Center. 

Thousands of spectators streamed to the 
exhibit which had been set up in tents 
by the 32nd Medical Battalion on Mac- 
Arthur Field. The 32nd is a demonstra- 
tion battalion for the Field Service School, 
one of the A.M.D.S. 

Visitors .saw how an American soldier 
is cared for on the battle field. They learn- 


ed how a clearing company is set up and 
operates and how a station is moved back 
and forth on the field with the tide of 
battle, despite being within range of ar- 
tillery fire. 

They inspected the four-litter jeep am- 
bulance used for transportation behind the 
lines. They witnessed demonstrations of 
emergency operations, and they viewed 
modern medical equipment which has been 
instrumental in saving countless lives. 

And throughout the four days of the 
display, the throngs who came to the ex- 
hibit praised the marked skill and effi- 
ciency with which the Army cares for its 
casualties. 
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AWARDS (from Page 19) 


sonnel and devotion to duty. Sergeant 
Mendez, who has been “Regular Army” 
since 1914, is chief clerk of the administra- 
tive section, Mess Department, Brooke 
General Hospital. 


e 
M/Sgt. Herbert C. Nagel 

For his contribution to the achievements 
made by the Army Medical Department dur- 
ing World War II, M/Sgt. Herbert C. Nagel 
has been awarded the Army Commendation 
Ribbon. Nagel, now operations sergeant 
for the Army Medical Schools, BAMC, was 
ecmmended for exceptional services with 
ae Medical Department at Carlisle Bar- 
racks. 


Lt, Col. Joseph T. Caples 

The French Reconnaissance Medal has 
been presented to Lt. Col. Joseph T. Caples, 
executive officer of the ASFTC here. This 
award was given in recognition of his medi- 
cal knowledge and for assistance in the 
reorganization of two French divisions, 
while he was surgeon of the 66th Infantry 
Division in the ETO. 


MILES OF MAIL (from Page 15) 


tivities came during the months of Feb- 
ruary to July 1945, with wounded patients 
streaming in from various war theaters 
being added to the post office roster. June 
29, 1945, saw a high record of 9,369 pa- 
tients quartered at Brooke Hospital Center. 

Highly responsible for the smooth opera- 
tion of the skilled postal functions is 1st 
Lt. Max E. Best, officer in charge. Lt. 
Best spent five years in civilian postal 
work in Michigan, prior to entering the 
service. Before serving at Brooke, he in- 
structed postal officer candidates at Fort 
Washington, Md. 

The mail carrier’s credo, “The mail must 
go through!” is exemplified in the finest 
tradition at Brooke, as the result of well- 
knitted cooperation on the part of postal 
employees. 


In times of disaster, such as after the 
San Francisco fire in 1906, and the Ohio 
and Mississippi River Valley floods in 1936 
and 1937, it was the Regular peacetime 
Army that took charge of disorder and 
administered the emergency relief forces 
until civilian organizations could take over. 
e 


Army fliers have saved the people of the 
United States millions of dollars in timber 
and flood control by detecting forest fires 
unseen by ground observers. The develop- 
ment of airplane apparatus with which to 
spray fields and orchards is an important 
part of the work of the Chemical Warfare 
service. 
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THOSE WHO STAYED (from Page 14) 


the tunnel from outposts on the topside; 
most of them had fever or dysentery. 
“Meanwhile,” Captain Mealer says, “like the 
crescendo of music, shelling and bombing 
became louder and louder minute by minute, 
hour by hour, day by day.” 

And although no one dared leave the tun- 
nel, time and again General Wainwright, 
“who proved an inspiration to all of us,” 
would deliberately take a stvol to the en- 
trance of the tunnel, deliberately place a 
long, black cigar in his mouth, and sit and 
smoke while shells landed all about him. 

Of Captain Mealer, General Wainwright 
said, “She spared not time nor effort to take 
care of the sick and wounded in the hospital, 
and when, on April 29, only a week before 
the termination of the siege, I had an oppor- 
tunity to evacuate some of our gallant 
nurses, I offered Miss Mealer an opportun- 
ity to be one of them. In spite of the fact 
that she must have realized as well as I that 
the end was near for us, she declined to go 
and leave her patients in the hospital. This, 
in my opinion, constituted an act of extra- 
ordinary heroism.” 


Of that she said, “I just couldn’t leave. 
There was a short, stocky GI telephone 
operator who took it upon himself to watch 
over me. He guarded me faithfully, always 
looking out for my safety and trying to 
make things a little more comfortable. Later 
he was killed by a shell fragment. I couldn’t 
leave people like that behind, the wounded 
men suffering in their bloodstained cots, 
fearless General Wainwright, and all my 
friends.” 


e 
MALARIA, MEASLES (from Page 8) 


deemed necessary. Medicine is dispensed and 
prescriptions filled. Patients are registered, 
examined, and sent on to secure the pro- 
fessional services they may require. Others 
quickly and patiently take their place in the 
waiting room. Each day brings 200 or more 
patients. The Out-Patient Service is also re- 
sponsible for the examination of the Wacs 
and officers who report for Sick-Call. 

The Service is under the supervision of 
Lt. Col. Philip E. Haynes, chief of Out- 
Patient Service. Lt. Col. Haynes is a mem- 
ber of a family which has been active in 
the practice of medicine since the Civil War. 

The Medical Examining Board and the 
Allergy Clinic are under the supervision of 
the Chief of Out-Patient Service. 


T/Sgt. George Judah, sergeant-in-charge. 
has spent 19 years in the Army, most of 
the time as a medic. He has seen service in 
Hawaii. the Philippines and Alaska. He 
knows his job and goes about it quietly and 
efficiently—a fine example of the enlisted 
man’s part in the smooth functioning of the 
Medical Department. 
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Those In Charge 


COLONEL C. B. WOODS 

Colonel C. B. Woods, Commandant of 
the Medical Department Enlisted Techni- 
can School is no newcomer to Brooke. Ha 
served on the staff of Brooke General Hos- 
pital from 1938 to 1940. 

A native of Columbia, South Carolina, 
Col. Woods served overseas for 18 months, 
going over as Commanding Officer of the 
185th General Hospital. He returned from 
E.T.O. as leader of the 104th General Hos- 
pital Group. 

The Colonel, who has served in the Army 
for 15 years, will direct the technical 
training for the six installations: dental, 
medical, laboratory, medical surgery, phar- 
macy, medical equipment Maintenance sec- 
tion, and X-ray. It is expected that about 
300 skilled technicians will graduate every 
month. 


COL. HOWARD T. WICKERT 


Col. Howard T. Wickert, commandant of 
the Army Medical Department Schools, 
comes to Brooke Army Medical Center from 
Carlisle Barracks, Pa. where he was assist- 
ant to the commandant. 

An Army man for 29 years, Colonel 
Wickert has had extensive experience in 
the medical field. From 1938 to 1943 he 
served in the office of the Surgeon General 
and during that time made an inspection 
tour of England, North Africa and Sicily 
for the Surgeon General. 

From 1931 to 1934 he served at Fort Mills 
in the Philippines. 

Colonel Wickert is a graduate of Jeffer- 
son Medical College, Philadelphia, and was 
called to active duty on June 7, 1917. Dur- 
ing World War I, he served with the Brit- 
ish Expeditionary Force as battalion sur- 
geon and later with the American General 
Hospital in France. 


COL. PAUL O. WELLS 

Col. Paul O. Wells, veteran of 42 months 
overseas, is commanding officer of the 
Army Service Forces Training Center 
(Medical). He came to Brooke from Fort 
Lewis where he served as Commanding 
Officer of the Medical Training Section. 

The ASFTC commander, who is a na- 
tive of Eva, Oklahoma, went overseas as 
the executive officer of the 4th General 
Hospital. Later he was assigned as Base 
Surgeon at Bases A and F in New Guinea 
and Base K in the Philippines. He was 
awarded the Legion of Merit for his out- 
standing work at New Guinea and the 
Philippines. 

After returning to the states from the 
South Pacific theater, he was assigned 
‘to the Medical Training Section at Fort 
Lewis. 
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TRANSFUSION (from Page 9) 
the nation! And consideration to the fact 
that the presence of fat or proteins in the 
blood of the donor at the time of trans- 
fusion, may result in an allergic reaction 
to the patient, which is entirely beyond 
the control of transfusion from personnel. 
The importance of blood transfusions 
during World War II, cannot be over-em- 
phasized! It would have been an impossi- 
bility to perform many of the operations 
at Brooke, that are now medical history 
without multiple blood transfusions. Nu- 
merous servicemen, who are now home, 
eivilians, in the best of health, would have 
been life-long cripples without the use of 
blood transfusions in their individual sur- 
gical cases. 


Highly responsible for the success of 
this often taken-for-granted, publicity-shy, 
but important section, vastly essential to 
favorable Thoracic-Surgery results is, Mr. 
Donald Majerus, of San Antonio, Texas. 

A former GI, having been discharged 
in March following twenty-two months in 
the Armed Forces, Majerus lost no time 
in hurriedly transferring from “OD’s” and 
“whites” into civilian raiment, replacing 
himself at the position he now holds. 

Capable and efficient assistance is given 
him by Mr. John Periers, Los Banos, Calif. 
(also a veteran) and Cpl. Max J. Metzger, 
Jr., Mason, Texas. 


JONES AND JONES 


1st/Sgt. R. A. Jones, who is stationed at 
Brooke Army Medical Center, Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, is most careful when ad- 
dressing letters to his wife in Westminster, 
Carolina, these days. 

“Can you imagine a city of 2014 popu- 
lation with two R. A. Jones families living 
on the same street?” he laments, “and to 
top it off, both live at the same addresses 
on different ends of the street. My wife 
lives at 600 North Main, and I just learned 
that the other Jones family resides at 
600 South Main.” 

Sergeant Jones plans to remedy the sit- 
uation by bringing his wife to San Antonio. 
e 


HARRY, HARRY AND HARRY 


“Tm just wild about Harry” has its own 
special meaning at Chapel No. 1. 

The three chaplain’s assistants there are 
all named Harry. Fortunately, they are all 
different sizes, and to avoid getting the 
wrong GI when somebody hollers “Harry,” 
‘ose have been dubbed according to size and 
ooks. 

“Little Harry” is Pfc. Harry Failla, five 
feet two. “Medium Harry” is Pfe. Harry 
Yeatts, five feet six, and “Handsome Harry” 
is Pfe. Harry Pries. 
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SPORTS AT BROOKE 


STOUTAMIRE COPS HONORS 


EIGHT-BOUT BOXING SHOW 
SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 25 


An eight - bout bo xing show has been 
scheduled by the A.S.F.T.C. athletic officers 
for Thursday night, April 25. The show will 
be held at the Sports Arena and will get 
underway at 7:30 p. m. 

Several top notch boxers are now taking 
their basic training down at A.S.F.T.C. and 
Lt. Jess Petty, athletic officer, promises a 
real show for the evening. 

If the show goes over in a big way, plans 
will be made to hold a similar show for the 


Brooke Army Medical Center on May 9. 
e 


LT. ED SCOTT HEADS 
POST ATHLETIC COUNCIL 


Lt. Ed Scott of the War Department Per- 
sonnel Center was elected chairman of the 
Fort Sam Houston Athletic Council at a 
recent meeting. 

Major James F. Cutter of the 4th Army 
was named vice-chairman and Jack Roach 
_ Post Special Services was selected secre- 
ary. 


WANT TO UMPIRE? 


Anyone qualified who would like to um- 
pire at the Brooke Army Medical Center 
softball games on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
should get in touch with Corporal Crawford 
at Extension 3352 for complete informa- 
tion. Umpires will be paid $3 per game for 
their services. 


Claude Stoutamire, 
who won the state high 
school jump in Florida in 
1942 and 1943, takes 
top honors in his favorite 
event at the Fort Sam 
Houston Track and Field 
Meet. Stoutamire, physi- 
cal reconditioning in- 
structor at Brooke Gen- 
eral Hospital, will parti- 
cipate in the BAMC 
Meet on April 20. 


BAMC TRACK MEET 
SET FOR APRIL 20 


With some 40 participants entered to in- © 
sure keen competition, the Brooke Army — 
Medical Center track and field meet will 
be held on Saturday, April 20, with winners 
eligible to compete in the Service Meet to 
be held in the near future. 

Lt. Jess Petty, former holder of the 
Southwest Conference discus record and 
chairman of the meet, has announced that 
contests will be held in 12 events. 

Among the leading candidates for top 
individual honors in the meet will be Claude 
Stoutamire, high jumper shown in the 
photograph above, and Randall Goolsby, 
holder of hurdling records in the North 
Carolina high school conference. Goolsby 
“walked away” with first place in the high 
hurdles at the Fort Sam Houston meet. 


e 
GYM HOURS 
The following are the hours that the 
ASFTC (Med) Gym will be open: 
Week Days—0800 to 1700; 1900 to 2200. 
Saturdays—0800 to 1700; 1900 to 2200. 
Sundays—1330 to 1600. 


e 

TOURNEY SET 
The Brooke Army Medical Center Ping- 
Pong Tournament will be held April 17. 
Each unit in BAMC conducted local tour-— 

naments, with the winners in each organi-— 

zation eligible to compete in the April 17 / 
event. . 
| ; 
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BASEBALL — 


BOWLING 


AND THEY CALL IT “MEDICINE” 


Pyt. William Lindley, 
hospital patient, “‘takes 
his medicine” in the form 
of bowling as Frank Ben- 
kovic, champion bowler 
instructs him in some of 
the fine points of the 
game during a recent visit 
to the Center. 


COMETS BEGIN LOOP PLAY 
WITH GAME ON APRIL 16 


Ready to make a bid for the Service 
League title after getting in tiptop shape 
by playing eight exhibition tilts, the 
Brooke Army Medical Center Comets open 
loop play on Tuesday, April 16 against the 
Brooks Flyers at the Brooks diamond. 

The Brooks game will be one of the 36 
contests that the Comets will play during 
the season. Competing in the circuit in 
addition to the BAMC nine are the 4th 
Army, Randolph Field, Brooks Field and 
the Army Air Military Training School 
nines. Winners of the two halves will play 
for the army championship. 

Capt. John Kramer, skipper of the Com- 
ets, is pinning his pennant hopes on H. J. 
MeMahon, former 2nd Army hurler, and 
Lefty Costello, former Scranton southpaw 
star, to hurl his club into the play-off. 

The Comet schedule for the remainder 
of April includes: 

Tues., April 16—Brooks 
League—There. 

Fri., April 19—Randolph Field Service 
League—Here. 

Wed., April 24—NAAS, Chase 
Beeville—Here. 

Fri., April 26—AAFMTC, Service Lea- 
gue—There. 

Sat., April 27—-NAAS, Rodd Field, Cor- 
pus—Here. 

Sun., April 28—Chase Field—There. 

Tues., April 30—4th Army Service Lea- 
gue—Here. 


Field Service 


Field, 


DOCTORS PRESCRIBE 
BOWLING FOR PATIENTS 


There’s a “medicine” prescribed at Brooke 
General Hospital which delights the pa- 
tients—it’s bowling. 

Yes, it’s a far cry from the old-fashioned 
medicine of childhood days when Mom held 
you and poured something very unpleasant 
down your throat. 

For today, bowling is prescribed by med- 
ical officers at the Center for convalescent 
patients as a part of their reconditioning 
program. The soldiers “take their medicine” 
at the recently constructed Fort Sam Hous- 
ton Bowling Alleys where there are 28 of 
the finest bowling alleys in the nation. And 
how they like it! 

Special instruction in bowling was given 
recently to patients by Frank Benkovice, 
Milwaukee, Wis., bowling champion who has 
been playing before Army and Navy per- 
sonnel for several years. He is the only 
man to win the American Bowling Congress 
doubles crown in two successive years and 
has been a consistent winner in other tour- 
naments. 


CHAMPION WRESTLER 


Cpl. Lou Thesz, former world’s champion 
wrestler, has arrived at the Army Service 
Forces Training Center. 

Thesz, who held the title in 1938 and 
1939, came to Fort Sam Houston from Fort 
Lewis, Washington. He has been assigned 
to the athletic office at the ASFTC. 
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To The Staff And Personnel Of 
Brooke General Hospital 


Now that the time is approaching for me to re- 
linquish command of this hospital, and feeling deeply 
grateful for the support, cooperation, and loyalty that 
all members of the Command have displayed during 
the trying period in our Nation’s history, and realiz- 
ing the great contribution that you all have made 
toward the efficiency of this fine institution, I wish 
to express my sincere appreciation of the superior 
manner in which you have performed all your duties. 

My departure is made easier knowing that you 
will have as your Commanding Officer, one with whom 
I have served for many years, and who possesses great 
professional and administrative ability. 

It is with great reluctance that I leave you, but 
knowing the attitude of the Staff as I do, I am con- 
fident that you will give your new Commanding~Gen- 
eral, Brigadier General James A. Bethea, the. same 
loyalty and support that you have shown me during 
my tour as Commanding Officer. 00. 

J. C. WOODLAND 
Colonel, MC 


I feel sure that all the Staff and Personnel of 
Brooke General Hospital join me in sincere regrets 
that Colonel Woodland is relinquishing command. 
We wish him every happiness and success, now and 
in the future. 

It is with pleasure and pride that I assume Com- 
mand of this great hospital, and all I request is your 
loyal cooperation and support in the future, as you 
have always given it to your Commanding Officer in 
the past. 


J. A. BETHEA 
Brig. Gen., USA 


